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Philip could have acted in such an extiemity, than to rein*, either towards Portugal or Catalonia In eithei of which cases, he must have left all the middle part of Spain open to the pleasme of the enemy, who in the mean time, would have had it in their power to pi event any communication of those bodies at such opposite exti ernes of the country, as weie the frontiers of Poitugal and Baicelona, wheie only, as I said befoie, were any regulai troops
And, on the other side, as the forces of the Earl of Peter-borow were more than sufficient for an attempt wheie there was so little danger of opposition , so if then aimy on the fiontiers of Poitugal should ha\e marched back upon him into the country, either the Poituguese aimy could have enteied into Spam without opposition, or, at woist, supposing the general had been forced to letire, his leticat would have been easy and safe into those paits of Valencia and Andaluzia, which he previously had secuied Besides, Gib-i altar, thestiongest place in Spain, if not in the whole woilfl, was already in our possession, and a great fleet at hand i cady to give assistance in all places near the sea Fiom all which it is pretty apparent, that in a little time the wai on oui side might have been suppoited without entering the Mediterranean , by which means all lemforcements would have been much nearer at hand, and the expenses of ti unsporting tioops and ammunition very consideiably dumiubhed
But none of these arguments, though eveiy one of them ib founded on solid reason, were of force enough against the prevailing opinion for an attempt upon Catalonia Mi Crow, agent for the queen in those parts, had sent into England most positive assurances that nothing would be wanting, if once our fleet made an invasion amongst the Catalans , the Prince of Hesse likewise abounded in mighty offei s and prodigious assurances, all which enforced our ai my to that pait of Spain, and that gallant pnnce to those attempts in which he lost his life Very much against the inclination of our general, who foresaw all those difficulties, which were no less evident afterwards to every one, and the sen.se of which occasioned those delays, and that opposition to any effort upon Barcelona, which ran through so many successive councils of war
However, pursuant to his instructions from England, the repeated desnes of the archduke, and the importunities of the